Eradication of ear mites from naturally infested conventional research rabbits using ivermectin.
Rabbits naturally infested with ear mites were treated with ivermectin injection for cattle, subcutaneously at the rate of 400 mcg/kg; which was repeated in 15 to 17 days. Rabbits treated as described and housed in a conventional vivarium environment were found to be free of mites during a subsequent 33 to 139 day observation period. Side effects were minimal and associated with occasional transient discomfort at the injection site. Ivermectin appears to be safe and effective for treating rabbits with ear mites. The prospects of eradicating mites from infested rabbit colonies using this method of treatment is promising.